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letter from the Director
Dear Friends of Project Cool,

I want to thank each person reading this report – every enthusiastic 
volunteer and generous donor – for making Project Cool 2012 a great 
success!  You gave 1,204 young children, middle school students, and high 
schoolers a true vote of confidence in the form of their very own backpacks 
and all the supplies they needed for a good start to the school year.  

Organizing and planning for Project Cool started earlier than ever this year!  
Thanks to Ally Seidel, an AmeriCorps VISTA working with the Coalition, we 
got a head start on gathering thousands of crayons, pencils, notebooks, 
toothbrushes, and books.  People held supply drives and collected 
contributions in a great variety of creative ways:  at children’s birthday 
parties, among the employees of the city of SeaTac, and in high-tech offices.  
More than 150 volunteers and 14 partner agencies worked together to fill 
and distribute backpacks to hundreds of boys and girls across King County.  

Working with the community volunteers and Coalition members who make 
Project Cool happen each year is one of the happiest and most inspiring parts 
of my work.  Project Cool gives each of us a way to do something positive by offering real help to individual children 
who will claim and unzip each backpack with excitement.  Early this March, I ran into a Sunday school teacher in my 
neighborhood.  She told me that the 2nd and 3rd graders in her class were asking about homelessness.   “We talked about 
this hard subject, and I just had to give them something positive to do,” she said, “so I told them about Project Cool, and 
other ways to help.”  The next thing we knew they were making posters for a supply drive, and had asked to talk in front 
of the whole congregation to explain what they were doing.  As is often the case, young children go to the heart of the 
matter, reminding us that each person can make a real difference in our community – and that when we work together, 
that difference multiplies. 

Sincerely,

Alison Eisinger
Executive Director of SKCCH

Project Cool is a program of the Seattle/King County Coalition on Homelessness (SKCCH).  
SKCCH works collaboratively to ensure the safety and survival of people who are homeless, and to end the 

crisis of homelessness in our region.
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thanks Ally! And, meet Kathryn!
Last August we welcomed Ally Seidel as an AmeriCorps VISTA member.  Ally helped 
SKCCH in many ways, including coordinating Project Cool. Her excellent organizational 
skills were invaluable to the success of Project Cool 2012! Ally’s tireless efforts helped 
1,204 students start the school year off right with brand new backpacks. Kathryn 
Murdock, our new United Church of Christ Social Justice Intern, began her year with 
SKCCH in September.  Kathryn graduated from the University of Puget Sound in May 
and has a special interest in public policy.  She will help support SKCCH’s committee 
of service providers who work with homeless families and children, and she will help 
to coordinate Project Cool 2013. 

Ally Seidel and Alison Eisinger
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Amazing Community 
Volunteers

A BIG thank you to our fabulous 
volunteers. You ARE Project Cool!

Volunteer Spotlight: 
King County nurses Assocication

For the past three years, 
thousands of kids receiving 
Project Cool backpacks 
have had friends and 
allies within the King 
County Nurses Association 
(KCNA), whose members 
collect and donate school 
supplies, and volunteer 
to help pack over 1,000 
backpacks. Sue Vermeulen, Executive Director of KCNA, mobilizes 
member support for Project Cool every year and works to educate 
members about the health impacts of homelessness. Sue writes:

 The best part of volunteering for Project Cool is knowing 
that your efforts are helping many agencies serving homeless 
youth throughout King County. It’s nice to volunteer at the 
packing events and work side-by-side with provider agencies. By 
doing this, we really learn more about what agencies are doing 
to help the homeless in our County.  
 We believe [homelessness] is the number one public 
health issue right now in our County.  Because homelessness 
impacts everyone from infants to elderly, we want to make sure 
our members are educated and understand the unique health 
care needs and issues they are facing. Nurses can make sure 
the homeless are receiving quality care and provide links to 
necessary services.

Thank you King County Nurses Association for supporting the 
education and well-being of homeless kids in our community and 
for prioritizing health issues related to homelessness. You are an 
amazing community partner! We’d especially like to thank Sue 
for spreading the word about Project Cool among members, and 
Frankie Manning, for stepping up to join the Project Cool Planning 
Committee.

Thank you to the YMCA, 
Ascend, PEMCO Insurance, 
Richmond Beach 
Congregational Church United 
Church of Christ, King County 
Nurses Association, and 
University Congregational 
United Church of Christ for 
organizing so many wonderful 
volunteers! 
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Kids served by project Cool 2012 live in these zip codes:
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Children feel the stress of being homeless
No child should have to worry about whether her family can put gas in the car or share a hot meal at night.  We 
heard a poignant example of the harsh effects of homelessness on one little boy from Jess Lewis, with Washington 
State’s Homeless Student Services, at our “Helping Homeless Students: McKinney-Vento 101” workshop.  Jess told 
us about a young boy named Aidin who had to move schools several times a year because his family did not have a 
stable living situation.  Aidin never learned the names of his classmates.  He felt that if he learned the names of the 
kids he sat next to and played with, he would miss them when it came time to leave for another school.  It was safer 
not to get attached.  

We know that children feel the strain and stress of homelessness very deeply:  

74% of children of families that are homeless worry that they will not have a place to live•	

58% worry they will have no place to sleep•	

87% worry something bad will happen to their family•	

Project Cool cannot alleviate all these stresses for young students, but we can help ensure that homeless children 
start the school year equipped with the same tools as all the other children in class.  Through Project Cool and the 
Coalition’s trainings, education, and advocacy, we work to make sure that every school is a place of stability for kids 
whose lives are disrupted by homelessness.  

Beyond the Backpacks: How the Coalition Supports Homeless Students
Your average middle school student might worry about an upcoming test, or whether mom packed a yummy lunch.  Homeless 
students have to worry about things like where their family is going to sleep at night, or whether they will have a quiet place 
to do their homework.  Being without a safe, stable place to call home creates anxiety, fear, and hardship for children and 
families, so it’s not surprising that homeless students’ attendance and academic achievement suffer.  The federal McKinney-
Vento Homeless Assistance Act ensures certain rights for student who are homeless.  These include the right to: 

Enroll in school immediately without waiting for medical or school records• 
Stay in their current school for the rest of the school year, even if they move out of the district• 
Receive free breakfast and lunch in schools that serve both• 
Have all school fees covered, allowing participation in sports, music, and other after school activities • 

Under  McKinney-Vento,  every school district in the nation is required to appoint a Homeless Education Liaison to help 
homeless students and families access the services they need.  These Liaisons usually have another full-time role (as 
transportation or attendance coordinators, school nurses, or 
administrators), and many do not receive any specialized 
training in how to support students who are homeless.  

The Seattle/King County Coalition on Homelessness (SKCCH) 
sees this as an opportunity to train and connect school staff 
and social service providers so that together they can support 
educational success for students whose lives are disrupted by 
homelessness.  Immediately after we distributed Project Cool 
backpacks, we hosted our free back-to-school training “Helping 
Homeless Students: McKinney-Vento 101.”  Nearly 100 people 
from schools around King County and staff from homeless service 
and housing agencies attended.  Both of our trainers were experienced in problem-solving the real life issues that students, 
parents, teachers, and social workers face.   Katara Jordan (an attorney and social worker with Columbia Legal Services) and 
Jess Lewis (with the Homeless Education Office in the Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction), helped deconstruct 
the details of McKinney-Vento and answer questions.  Read more about this workshop on the Coalition’s blog, Everyone 
Counts (blog.homelessinfo.org).  

Did You Know?  Fewer than half 
of publicly insured children in Washington are 
receiving dental care (nearly 48%). This is why 
in every Project Cool backpack we include an 
oral hygiene kit so that each kid at least has 
basic dental care. www.childrensalliance.org

How many people are homeless in King County?
Every January, the Seattle/King County Coalition on Homelessness (SKCCH) organizes hundreds of volunteers 
to document the number of people who are homeless and without shelter on one night in our community.  
That same night, emergency shelters and transitional housing programs report how many people are staying 
with them. Together, these two numbers give us the One Night Count: a snapshot of how many people are 
homeless in King County in the middle of winter.  During the early hours of January 27, 2012, we counted:

8,830

total number of 
people, sheltered and 

unsheltered

612

parents 
and children in 

emergency shelter 

2,594

people sleeping 
on the streets 
without any 

shelter

2,515

parents and children 
in transitional 

housing programs

project Cool partners with local Businesses
Purchasing key supplies and backpacks in bulk allows us to stretch every donated 
dollar, and ensure quality and consistency.  We extend special thanks to two local 
businesses and their employees.

University Book Store
Susan Esayian and Ann Feurer, employees of University Book Store, identify quality 
products and negotiate excellent discount prices for the school supplies we need.  
Ann even took a selection of glue sticks home to her daughter, Dylan, to test which 
ones worked best!  Thank you, Susan and Ann, for your hard work, great customer 
service, and commitment to helping homeless students. 

Kimmel Athletic Supply, Redmond
What would Project Cool be without the backpacks?  Every year, the first order we place is backpacks for the big kids and 
smaller bags for the little ones.  Smitty Smith at Kimmel Athletic Supply makes sure that we can purchase high quality 
backpacks for Project Cool at a good price.  Thank you for your generosity and ongoing support. 
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Age Unknown

13-17 Years Old

6-12 Years Old

4-5 Years Old

1-3 Years Old

<1 Year Old
6%

20%

14%

25%

15%

20%

Many families are safe inside each night – 
but others are turned away for lack of space

During the 2012 One Night Count, hundreds of families 
(made up of 3,127 individuals) were sheltered in 
emergency or transitional housing.  However, because 
most programs are full every night, staff are forced to 
turn away many people who are looking for shelter.  
SKCCH designed a unique Family Turn Away Survey to 
document the unmet need for family shelter.  For 24 
hours, our member agencies tracked calls from parents 
looking for shelter that night.  We were able to show that 
at least 214 children and 152 adults (116 families) were 
turned away from programs for which they would have 
been eligible – if there had been space.  Out of these 214 
children, 54% were school age (ages 4-17) and 26% were 
age three or younger. 

Family Turn Away Survey: 
Children’s Ages
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Birthday parties are a great occasion to raise money or 
host a supply drive for Project Cool.  This year, Project 
Cool received school supply donations from four different 
children’s birthday parties.  (Above is an adorable hand-
drawn birthday card Project Cool received attached to a 
gift for Luca, who celebrated his birthday in May.)  Instead 

of asking for presents, these kids asked their friends to 
bring school supplies so that they could help other  
children start school right.
Are you inspired by these generous kids? Please consider 
making your next birthday party a Project Cool Party. 
Give us a call, we’d be glad to help you! 

Adobe (Alissa Johnson)
Adobe Matching Gifts Program
American Civil Liberties 

Union of Washington (Eric 
Nygren)

Reinette Arase
Associated Baptist Women’s 

Ministries at Seattle First 
Baptist Church (Janet 
Newell)

Ascend – Seattle Professionals 
Chapter (Katie Look)

Styra Avins & Josef Eisinger
Shana Barrera
Laurie & Shira Becker
Rachel Beda
Zoe Bermet
Ania Beszterda-Alyson
Ruth Blaw
Beth Bloom
Wendy Bradbury
David & Kay Brennan
Matthew Burnett
Steve Chavez
Child Care Resources
Howard Choder
Kristina Christmas
City of SeaTac (Michael Huynh)
Jerry Conrath
Costco
Crisis Clinic (Ryan Peterson)
Crisis Clinic – Teen Link (Anna 

Kallis)
MaryEllen DiGennaro
Martha Dilts & Edward 

Schumacher
Joe Easterday, Marsann Drew, 

& Hazel
Merf Ehman
Eileen Eininger
Irvin Emanuel

Steve Frank
Cliff Freed
William Fuller
Gini Gaffield
Michelle Gamboa
K. Garrett 
Carroll Goering
Nancy Grant
Pat Greenstreet
Groff Murphy Lawyers (Nichole 

Swalko & Shelley Tolman)
Dee Hall
Cornelia Hayes
Shawn Hargreaves
Roberta Hom
Houman 
Angele & Mark Hayden 

Hunskor
Amy Jessee
John L Scott (Cassandra Simon 

& Caty Ellis)
Alissa Johnson
Jason Johnson
Michael King
King County Nurses 

Association (Sue 
Vermeulen)

M.J. Kiser
Karen Ko
Selma Kopelson
Lauren, Hannah & Micah 

Kurland
Traci Lee
Cecelia Linsley
Melinda Lloyd
Robert Long
Roberta Lord
Nicole Macri
Frankie Manning
Beata Mannix Canby
Celia & Phil Matson-Kaplan

Melanie Matthews
Kristin Mehus-Roe
Dan Meltzer
Microsoft Matching Gifts
Maggie Milcarek
Mary Lou & Gary Moore
Jon Morgan
Henry Morkunas
Kevin Mullarky
Alisa Oba & Jeff Mitre
Vriginia Ogle
Setty & Luca Pallazzo
Kris Patton
PEMCO Insurance (Michelle 

Christmas)
Bridget Perry
Sean Phelan
Providence Health & Services 

(Lorrie Church)
Deeann Burtch & Richard 

Puffert
Kim Rachmeler
Responsys, Inc (Jed Tank and 

Sarah Blanchard)
Erin Reynolds
Sacred Heart Shelter (Emily 

Wood)
Karen Sellers
Randy Simon

Tilman Smith
Virginia Stout
Michael Subit
Joyce Thomas
Uline Shipping Supplies (Jessy 

Schmaus)
University Unitarian Church 

(Kathleen Cromp and 2nd 
& 3rd Grade Sunday School 
Class)

University of Washington 
Libraries Staff Association 
(Dana Shemorry)

Fred & Nancy Gene Utter
Suzanne Walker
Kathryn Warner
Washington Delta Dental 

Service Foundation (Julie 
Wittau)

Alys Weinbaum, Matthew 
Aalfs & Amara

Claude Wetzel, Lorna Marshall 
& Corryn Wetzel

Willamette Dental
Windermere Real Estate, Mt. 

Baker Office (Joe Easterday)
Laura Pritchard Wirkman
Terrie Yaffe
Margina Young & Ann Rinehart

We thank the following generous donors to project Cool 2012
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Backpacks and Volunteers

Compass Housing Alliance
 Angel Berry

Robert Bowery
 Rovenna James
 Jennifer Pargas
 Fumi Watanabe
Consejo Counseling & Referral Services
 Jessie Beck

Raquel Flores
Mayra Giles

 Miriam Valdovinos
First Place
 Joyce Scoggins
Hopelink
 Christy Becker

Misty Cavit
Brittany Davis 
Nathan Heuser
Katy Kirschner
Sophia Latino
Nancy Leigh
Stephanie Page 
Kaitlyn Scott
Joshua Stovall

 Linda Tappan
Christina Vala

InterIm Community Development 
Association
 Chris Anne Abad

Rita Castro
Low Income Housing Institute

Sonia Brown 
Emilie Buter
Hodan Kariye
Darnesha Weary

Mary’s Place
 Liz McDaniel
Multi-Service Center
 Manuela Ginnett

Tammy Money
Salvation Army
 Paula Jensen

Norene Roberts
 Ja’net Sanders

Cassandra Simon
 Trinh Tran 
Solid Ground
 Darlene Finney

Lisa Honsberger
 Liz Kroy

Victoria Meissner
 

St. Stephen Housing Association
 Ann Allen
 Laura Cordle
Wellspring Family Services
 Marjorie Morrison

Derek Taylor
Beline Wolde

YMCA
 Vivian Foxx

Mirsada Kulovac
Jared Skretvedt

YWCA
 Nichelle Hilton

2012 project Cool Agencies and Representatives
1,204 homeless children and youth who were involved in programs at the following agencies received brand new 
backpacks filled with school supplies in August, just in time to start off the new school year.  Each agency contributed in 
vitally important ways by gathering supplies and donations, and volunteering staff time to help plan and implement the 
project.  A special thank you to all our outstanding agency partners and their passionate staff! 

Did You Know?  During the 
2010-11 school year, 26,049 students 
in Washington schools were identified 
as homeless – a 19% increase from the 
previous school year and a 55% increase 
from 2006-07.  
Learn more at www.schoolhousewa.org

project Cool “seems small, but it’s huge!”
Five of the 1,204 students Project Cool helped this year were all in one 
family.  Any of us can imagine how hard it would be to get five kids ready for 
school, but imagine if you were an unemployed single parent trying to do 
this while looking for work, searching for affordable housing, and living with 
your family in a shelter.  This is reality for the Johnson family, who received 
Project Cool backpacks through the Multi-Service Center this year.  This 
family includes a mom, her 10-year-old son and her four daughters, ages 9, 
11, 13, and 16.   

 “Project Cool gave these kids something to be excited about, and their mom 
one less thing to worry about,” said Diana, a case manager working with the 
Johnson family.  She explained: “with five kids who need clothes and keep 
growing out of their shoes, it’s especially helpful for their mom to know that 
backpacks and school supplies are taken care of.”   The Johnson kids could be 
excited about starting school without worrying about being labeled as “the 
kids who can’t afford school supplies.”   Diana summed up the Johnson kids’ 

experience this way:  “Project Cool seems small, but it’s huge.  Giving a child a backpack full of supplies makes 
them feel special, and allows them to feel confident and cool on the first day of school.”  



Knodel, our project Cool mascot, thinks 
You should donate to project Cool for 2013!

Contributing money 
is the most flexible 
way you can support 
Project Cool. This 
increases Project 
Cool’s purchasing 
power by allowing 
us to buy needed 
supplies in bulk and 
at a discount. You can also help by hosting a supply 
drive or becoming a corporate sponsor.

Special Recognition For:

Compass Housing Alliance •	 graciously provided us with access to the 
Columbia City Church of Hope for sorting supplies and packing backpacks 
as well as for storage during the coming year. Reverend Darla DeFrance 
engaged her community in supporting the project and even volunteed to 
help fill the backpacks.  

Healthcare for the Homeless, a program of the King County Public Health •	
Department, donated 1,872 oral health kits to put in every child’s backpack. Thank you Natalie Lente and Norah 
Meyerson for making this donation possible.

Larry Kirchner, •	 member of the West Seattle Kiwanis Club, donated his organization’s Staples credit to buy Project 
Cool over 700 two-pocket folders.

Betty McNeely •	 and Zion Lutheran Church purchased and filled 150 backpacks for us through a Christmas-in-July 
donation drive and a lot of volunteer hard work. Thank you!

Joyce Scoggins •	 from First Place School coordinated a donation of over 50 pre-school appropriate books so that every 
little one could receive a book in their Project Cool cinch pack.

Top Pot Donuts•	  donated donuts for each of the four volunteer days, ensuring over a hundred well-fed and happy 
volunteers.

Corporate Sponsorship
We would like to thank our sponsor, Carney Badley Spellman P.S., for making it possible 
for us to purchase much needed supplies in bulk and at discount prices. Their support and 
generosity was invaluable.  On behalf of the 1,204 kids who started off the school year right 
because of this sponsorship, we thank you!

 
Would your business like to be a Project Cool 2013 sponsor? We’d love to talk with you about sponsorship 
opportunities and how employees can get involved through supply drives and volunteering.

We’re on Facebook!  “Like” us to 
stay in touch: www.facebook.com/
ProjectCoolforBacktoSchool

Readers of The Seattle 
Times, through the Seattle 
Times Fund for the Needy, 

donated $20,620.

Mail donations to:
Seattle/King County Coalition on Homelessness 
Project Cool
77 South Washington Street
Seattle, WA 98104

Donate securely online at:
www.homelessinfo.org

Want to get involved? Contact us at:
(206) 357.3149 
projectcool@homelessinfo.org 

Special thanks for helping to produce this report:
Lindsey Lund, Compass Housing Alliance

Mike Buchman, Solid Ground

Printing donated by 
McCallum Print Group


