
 
Every January, our Coalition organizes volunteers to help 
find out how many of our neighbors are homeless.  The 
volunteers count people who are homeless and sleeping 
outside including those sleeping in doorways or parks, in 
cars or on Metro buses, and in other places not meant 
for people to sleep or live in.   
 
Between 2:00 and 5:00 a.m. on Friday, January 27th, 
hundreds of people divided into teams and took maps 
and flashlights into neighborhoods all over King County.  
They looked for and counted people who were spending 
the cold night without shelter, being careful not to wake 
them up or frighten them.  

 
Men, women, and children who are sleeping in shelters or temporary housing are also counted.  
We add the numbers together for the One Night Count total.    
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At least 8,830 people were homeless  

during the 2012 One Night Count  

The Seattle/King County Coalition on Homelessness (SKCCH) works collaboratively  
to ensure safety and survival for people who are homeless,  

and to end the crisis of homelessness in our region. 

Overnight on January 27th, 2012 in King County: 
 

At least this many people spent the night outside, in places not meant 

to be used for shelter (such as cars, tents, or benches). 

 
People stayed in shelters or transitional housing. 

 
At least this many of our neighbors were homeless on one night. 

2,594 

6,236 

8,830 



The Seattle/King County 

Coalition on Homelessness 
 
 

77 South Washington Street, Seattle, WA 98104 

Phone 206.357.3148   Fax 206.357.3147   

www.homelessinfo.org 

From the National Center on Family Homelessness: 
37,631 children in Washington state spent some part of 
2010 homeless.  
More than 1.6 million children in the United States spent 
time homeless in 2010. That’s one child in every 46.  
87% of children who are homeless worry that something 
bad will happen to their family.  
Homeless children are sick 4 times more often than 
children who have housing.      

Families can stay in a shelter (up to 90 days) or in transitional housing (up to two years).  In the past 
families had to make lots of phone calls to find out what shelter or housing was available.  Families 
with no place to stay can now call 2-1-1 (free Community Information Line), Monday- Friday 8.00 a.m. 
to 6.00 p.m.  This new Family Housing Connection (http://www.ccsfhc.org) makes it simpler for 
families to find out about shelter or housing, but does not make it faster to access these limited 
resources.  There are not enough safe places for families to be in an emergency, and there is not 
enough housing for families who are homeless.   
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Children and Youth in shelters or transitional housing on January 27th, 2012

Homeless students have important 
educational rights thanks to the 

McKinney-Vento Act! 
Federal law allows students who are homeless 

to enroll in school and start right away even 

without medical records or a birth certificate.   
 SKCCH helps students, parents, and social 

workers know  about rights and  resources, so 

that students can stay in school no matter 

what their families are going through.   

The Seattle/King County Coalition on Homelessness (SKCCH) works collaboratively  
to ensure safety and survival for people who are homeless,  

and to end the crisis of homelessness in our region. 

During the 2012 One Night Count, there were 3,157 children and grownups in families who stayed in 
homeless shelters or transitional housing.  Sadly, we know that many other parents and children had 
nowhere to stay that night.  In one day and night (24 hours) last January, the Coalition counted at 
least 214 children and 152 adult family members who could not find shelter because all the beds 
were already full.  

http://www.ccsfhc.org

