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thanks from Kathryn
Dear Friends of Project Cool,

Thanks to each and every one of you – every willing volunteer and generous donor, 
every person who hosted a supply drive, every sponsor and community partner.  
Together you helped 1,283 children start this school year off right with brand-new 
backpacks in their hands and smiles on their faces! 

A backpack filled with school supplies seems simple, but for a homeless student 
it can mean the difference between sticking out and fitting in.  For families 
experiencing homelessness, simple things become luxuries.  One grateful mother 
sent us a thank you note: “For us especially, it is an enormous blessing that you 
donated these backpacks. We do not have much income to buy things for my 
daughter’s return to school. I am very happy for these donated resources.” 

Project Cool not only benefits the families we serve, but also the families who contribute. A mother thanked us for 
acknowledging her son’s volunteer efforts: “We hope to instill qualities of empathy, generosity and community in our son, 
so getting feedback like your thank you card really helps.” I could see those values in each and every child who volunteered 
with us this year.  

One young boy wanted to show me how many full backpacks he could carry, so he piled backpacks on his back and over 
each shoulder, and carried ten at a time up the stairs! It became a contest between the boys: who could carry the most 
backpacks at one time?  They made a game out of what could have been a hot and tiring task. One of our youngest 
volunteers ran up to me and asked, “When can I volunteer with Project Cool again?” I told her that I would love to have her 
come back next summer. She gave me one huge sigh, and said, “But next year is WAY too far away.” These kids understood 
the importance of Project Cool – that kids who are homeless need extra support, and not just in September.  My vision for 
Project Cool is that we can build on the energy of these wonderful kids, and find more ways to support homeless students 
all year long.  Homeless students should feel like school is a place of stability, and a place where they belong.

Thank you again for making Project Cool 2013 a success!

Sincerely,
Kathryn Murdock 
Project Cool 2013 Coordinator 
Social Justice Intern, UCC Justice Leadership Program

Project Cool is a program of the Seattle/
King County Coalition on Homelessness.  
The Coalition works collaboratively to 
ensure safety and survival for people 
who are homeless, and to end the crisis 
of homelessness in our region.

Kathryn with Volunteers

Giday Adhanom
Niki Amarantides
Ricki Anderson 
Torren Anderson
Sally Bagshaw
Heather Barr
Laurie Becker
Jim Bernthal
Pearly Blue
Shelby & Lucy Buchanan
Liza Burell-Mack, Chris 

Mack, & Desmond
Virginia Calvin
Nancy & Molly Chapin
Nick Chicka
Darla DeFrance
Carol DeSalles, Sam & 

Wesley Brown
Ted Dietz
Tamara Drain
Huy Duong
Joe Easterday
Griffen Eng
Melissa & Rowan Ellis
Su Harambe
Melissa, Kolby & Quin Hart
Vivian Hsu
Angele, Mark & Hayden 

Hunskor
Alex Hur
Adam & Quinn Hyla
Donna Johnson
Scott Jones
Katara Jordan
Samantha Kersul
John, Julia & Mikala Kim
Edlira Kuka
Janice Lloyd, Cameron & 

Gabriel Boucaud
Jeff Lovern
Justin Lowe

Keonna Moffett
Kathleen Moore
John Newcombe
Anthony Nguyen
Sharon Nichols
Skyler Nichols
Kathy Olson
Gina & Marcelas Owens, 
   Monique & Myanna Gaston
Bev Powers
Ratri, Zoe & Ezra Sackstein
Laurie Samuelsen
Sarah Sausner
Staci & Madison Schulmerich
Vera Shafer
Kristy & Nyree Shapcott
Laurette Simmons
Shawn Simmons
Rhonda Smith
Steven Sterling
Marcia Stone
Pat Tempinski
Linda Tran
Nguyen Truong
Sue Vermeulen
Tammy Vu
Anne Marie Watson
Hannah Wershkul
Rose Williamson

Amazing Community Volunteers
A HUGE thank you to our fabulous volunteers

Thank you for 
organizing great 
groups of volunteers: 
Windermere Mt. 
Baker; Richmond 
Beach Congregational 
United Church of Christ 
Youth Group; Health 
Care for the Homeless; 
and Ascend.

Volunteer Spotlight: Joe easterday

Joe Easterday learned 
about Project Cool 
nearly 25 years ago 
on his first day as a 
Jesuit Volunteer for 
Seattle Emergency 
Housing Services.  He 
hopped on a bus full 
of families who were 
on their way to King 
5 TV headquarters to 
pick up Project Cool 
backpacks.  

Joe now manages 
Windermere’s Mt. Baker real estate office in Seattle.  
He continues to draw on his years of experience 
working with homeless children and families, and 
make meaningful connections in his community. Joe’s 
Windermere team provides resources to family support 
workers in local schools each year, and he remains a true 
friend and supporter of homeless students. 

Hazel, Joe’s daughter, collects school supplies for Project 
Cool at her birthday party.  And this July, Joe brought all 
his co-workers to volunteer. They bundled pencils, filled 
dental kits, and made it through a whole afternoon’s 
work in a couple of hours!  Joe wrote:

Project Cool is an amazingly simple and easy way to 
assist homeless children with basic school supplies. I 
have two daughters in elementary school, and I know 
how important it is that all children have the basic 
supplies to get through the day. People who directly 
assist with the project, through donations or organizing, 
become more aware of local homeless issues, which in 
turn will hopefully lead to action and create positive 
change.  Project Cool is a great program!

We are deeply grateful that Joe continues engaging 
his family, neighbors, and co-workers to address  
homelessness through Project Cool.  We just can’t help 
but shine our Volunteer Spotlight on Joe, his family, and 
the good people at the Windermere – Mt. Baker office.

Going Beyond the Backpacks
Parents and teachers often want their children or students to get involved with Project 
Cool as part of a service learning project.  More and more young people are putting their 
generosity and compassion into action through birthday parties, bar or bat mitzvah projects, 
Sunday School activities, and Project Cool volunteer days.  Their enthusiasm is contagious!  
Not only are kids often ready to do more – they also ask good and hard questions about 
homelessness.  

We are exploring ways to deepen students’ participation in Project Cool, combining 
opportunities for kids to learn about homelessness, and develop the skills to speak up about 
this important issue, with supply drives and backpack-stuffing.  We welcome your ideas 
about how Project Cool can unite service, learning, and civic engagement for young people.  
Please contact the Coalition’s Executive Director, Alison Eisinger, to share your thoughts:
alison@homelessinfo.org; 206-357-3147 .
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telling it like it is 
-By Adaline

Adaline, a middle schooler who was once homeless, wrote a poem after 
participating in our Homeless Youth Advocacy Summit.  She and her 
grandmother let us share this excerpt: 

Being homeless is having mom pick us up from school in the 
middle of the day with no warning and finding everything at home 
mostly packed and we are moving to another state.

Being homeless is not getting to say goodbye to any of my friends.

Being homeless means attending twelve schools by sixth grade. 

Being homeless is moving around a lot and making new friends 
to start with and getting all excited and finally getting the hang of 
things and figuring out how everything works and then it’s gone. 

Changing schools so much just made me feel really dumb. 

It made me way behind and I didn’t want to participate. 

It made me a shy person and I’m not like that at all.

local Businesses are true Friends of project Cool:
The owner of Alphabet Soup Children’s Books, Janet Cavallo, offered a generous 25% discount to her customers who 
donated a book to Project Cool. Janet wanted to make sure that all Project Cool students could have brand new books 
in their backpacks. She created a wish list of great titles for young readers, including favorites such as Frog and Toad, 
Amelia Bedelia, and The Boxcar Children.  We received many wonderful books thanks to Janet and her customers.

Costco chose Project Cool as one of three groups to benefit from their corporate staff supply drive. They donated 100 
backpacks and a whole SUV full of supplies to Project Cool.  Thank you, Costco, for your dedication and support of 
homeless students in our community!

Smitty Smith at Kimmel Athletic Supply in Redmond helps us order our most important supply each year – almost 1,300 
backpacks. Smitty negotiates a discounted rate, and arranges free shipping as well!

Ann Feurer and Susan Esayian at University Bookstore help us get great discounts on all the school supplies we need 
to order. They deserve special recognition this year because not only did they get us good quality at a discount, but they 
found 1,200 2-pocket folders for free. 

Changing schools frequently causes students to fall behind 
According to Loyola University researcher Dr. Joy Rogers, each time a child who is homeless changes schools, it 
takes four to six months to recover academically.  No child should have to worry about whether they will have 
dinner, how they will get to school, or whether the flashlight has enough power for them to do their homework.  
But these are very real worries for far too many children: 

Homeless children are hungry at twice the rate of housed children• 
Within a single year, 97% of homeless children will move at least three times• 
About 40% of homeless children attend two different schools in one year, and 28% attend three• 

Source: National Center on Family Homelessness, America’s Youngest Outcasts (2010) www.homelesschildrenamerica.org

Every January, the Coalition on Homelessness organizes hundreds of volunteers 
to document the number of people who are homeless and sleeping outside. 
That same night, emergency shelter and transitional housing programs record 
how many people are staying with them. Together, these numbers give us the 
One Night Count: a snapshot of how many people are homeless in King County 
in the middle of winter. 

How many people 

are homeless in 
King County?

2,874 
people staying 
in emergency 
shelters

3,452 
people staying 
in transitional 
housing programs

2,736 
people outdoors 
without shelter

9,062 
people 
homeless in our 
neighborhoods 

How can parents, teachers, and social workers help homeless students? 
A child needs more than a backpack for school to feel like a safe haven.  Helping Homeless Students is a 
special publication prepared by the Coalition on Homelessness each school year.  This guide includes contact 
information for the people who serve as Homeless Liaisons in each school district in King County, and 
summarizes the federal law designed to help ensure that homeless students are enrolled, get to school, and 
stay in school.  You can download our guide at www.homelessinfo.org. Here is an excerpt: 

During the early hours of January 25, 2013, we counted:

98001
98002
98003
98004
98005
98006
98007
98008
98010
98011
98012
98014
98019
98021
98022
98023
98024
98027
98028
98029

98030
98031
98032
98033
98034
98038
98039
98040
98041
98042
98045
98047
98052
98053
98055
98056
98057
98058
98059
98065

98071
98072
98074
98077
98092
98101
98102
98103
98104
98105
98106
98107
98108
98109
98112
98115
98116
98117
98118
98119

98121
98122
98125
98126
98133
98136
98138
98144
98146
98168
98175
98177
98178
98188
98198
98199
98224

Kids served by project 
Cool 2013 live all 

around King County:

Homeless Students’ Rights include:
To remain enrolled in, and be transported to, student’s School of Origin, when •	
feasible, even if a student moves across or outside the district. (‘School of Origin’ 
means the school last attended when permanently housed, or the school in which 
the child or the youth was last enrolled.)
To be enrolled immediately (even without medical or school records) in the •	
neighborhood school.
To receive FREE breakfast and lunch in schools that serve both.•	

To have certain school fees waived (parents should NOT have to pay for books for •	
class, field trips, school sports and afterschool activities, etc.)
To get help with basic school supplies, including uniforms, shoes, textbooks, and •	
notebooks. If a student’s family cannot afford calculators or other required supplies, 
parents or guardians should contact school staff for help.
If a student is struggling with classwork, parents or guardians can ask for more •	
academic support, including assessments and tutoring.
To appeal a school’s decision when there is a disagreement about school selection •	
or enrollment (attending class and participating fully in school activities).

+ + =
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Post Card

Fran Abbott
ACLU of Washington  

(Eric Nygren)
Adams Elementary School 

Penny Harvest Club 
(Nancy Dillon)

Alki Congregational UCC
Jeff Almasol
James R. Anderson
Jaqueline Ashwell
Styra Avins & Josef 

Eisinger
Kate Baber
Joyce Bamberger
Rachel Beda
Zoe Bermet
Michael Blumson
Diane Bruce
Matthew Burnett
Lance Bushore
The Camlin (Tina Ulman)
Carol Coleman
comScore, Inc.  

(Wendy Wreyford)
Costco (Tammy Dollar)
Crisis Clinic  

(Carol DeSalles)
Liza Burell-Mack
Martha Dilts & Edward 

Schumacher

Kimberly Douthit
Joe Easterday, Marsann 

Drew, & Hazel
Efinancial  

(Shalonne Foster)
William Fuller
Marilynne Gardner
Nancy Grout
Amy Hagopian
Scott Hayman
Romney Humphrey
Angele & Mark Hunskor
Aaron Katz
Deborah Katz

Phoebe Keleman
MJ Kiser
Ellen Kissman
Kiwanis West Seattle  

(Larry Kirchner)
Sarah Klevit Hopkins
Selma Kopelson
Tom Koven
Amy Laurent
Anna Law
Katie Lightner
Roberta Lord
Ramulu Mamidala
Beata Mannix Canby

Melanie Matthews
David & Marcia 

McCracken
McDonald International 

School  
(Dan & Zac Wise)

Kristin Mehus-Roe
Emily Meyer
Nancy Miller
Mary Moore
Moz (Anne Bowman)
Ernesto Munoz
Marla Murdock
Sharon Nichols
Eric Nygren
Eric Pardue
Warren Peet
Catherine Peterson
Linda Joy Peterson
Barbara Peterson
Mark Peterson
Loretta Pirozzi
Ellen Posel
Sally Pritchard
Irina Pupaza
Adrienne Quinn
Randal Ramig
Rebels with a Cause 

(Martha Cohen)

Richmond Beach 
Congregational UCC 
(Staci Schulmerich)

Thomas & Frances 
Scheidel

Blair Scheks
Stacy Schulmerich
Judy Schultz
Seattle Community 

Colleges (Craig Bush)
Karen Sellers
Randy Simon
Sound Credit Union – 

Downtown Seattle 
(Carolyn Montgomery)

Sound Credit Union – 
Burien (Cindy Ho)

Cinda Stenger
Justin Sundberg
Nancy Talner
Michele Thomas
Nancy Gene Utter
University of Washington 

Libraries Staff Assoc. 
(Dana Shemorry & 
Barbara Miles)

UW Physicians  
(Colleen Cook)

Kathryn Warner
Janette Winn

project Cool thanks our generous donors who help make sure that 1,283 children 
have great quality supplies and backpacks to start the school year off right!

Catholic Community 
Services – 
Sacred Heart Shelter
Cameron Maynard-Losh
Gillian Parke

Compass Housing 
Alliance
Angel Berry
Rovenna James
Fumi Watanabe

DAWN
Teresa Bowens

First Place
Joyce Scoggins

Hopelink
Misty Cavit
Nathan Heuser

InterIm Community 
Development Association
Chris Anne Abad
Jamie Cho

Low Income Housing 
Institute
Janet Alcantra
Lynn DeMarco
Charese Jones
Elizabeth Keenan
Hazel Moraleja

Mary’s Place
Rachel Berry
Alyson Moon

Multi-Service Center
Manuela Ginnett
Tammy Money 

Salvation Army
Paula Jensen
Cassandra Simon

Solid Ground
Lisa Honsberger
Victoria Star Nelson-Meissner

St. Stephen Housing 
Association
Patti Bergrud
Laura Del Ragno

Wellspring Family 
Services
Karin Clayton
Beline Wolde

YMCA
David Elliott
Jared Skretvedt

YWCA
Jeanice Hardy
Nichelle Hilton

2013 project Cool Agencies 
and Representatives
The following staff volunteered, collected supplies, and 
coordinated distribution of backpacks to the kids in 
their agencies while making sure that kids were enrolled 
and ready for school. Thank you for making sure that 
1,283 children started the school year off right!

Did you know 
5,214 students were homeless 
in King County public schools 
during the 2011-2012 school 
year. This is an 18% increase over 
the previous year.  In Washington 
state, there was a total of 27,390 
homeless schoolchildren that 
year. Source: Washington Alliance 
for Students Experiencing 
Homelessness (www.waseh.org)

We asked Project 
Cool kids to tell us about their 
favorite parts of school.  Here 
are some of the wonderful 
cards we received! 

Post C
ard

Post Card

Post Card

project Cool needs room to grow! 
For four years, Project Cool has been hosted by the 
gracious congregation at Columbia City Church of 
Hope and Compass Housing Alliance.  Project Cool 
is growing fast, and we are looking for new donated 
space where we can store supplies and host Project 
Cool Volunteer Days and Backpack Distribution.  
We need secure storage (roughly 150 square feet) 
with year-round access.  We also need access for 
1-2 weeks (in July 2014) to a large space where 
volunteers can spread out and fill backpacks, with 
stair-free access to temporary storage for hundreds 
of filled backpacks.  Please send any leads to 
projectcool@homelessinfo.org or call 206-357-3148. 

A Big Smile to all the local dentists, 
dental hygienists, and office managers who 
donated toothbrushes, toothpaste, and 
dental floss to Project Cool kids.  Special 
thanks to Delta Dental for donating a 
year’s supply of toothbrushes!  

Linda Hagedorn, one of our new Project Cool champions, is a dental hygienist who is dedicated to kids’ oral health.  She 
provides dental care to youth in a juvenile rehabilitation center and works in a dental practice in Duvall.  Linda’s daughter 
asked if she could help Project Cool this year, and her response was to gather a huge collection of dental supplies. Linda 
says, “Dental health is closely tied to overall health. It’s so important for kids to have good habits of brushing and 
flossing every day, not only for good health now, but in their adult lives. I am happy to help Project Cool put dental kits 
in every backpack.” 

Dr. Kimberly S. Okamura 

Dr. Michael R. Harris 

Dr. James Nash  

Duree’ McCormick 

Linda Hagedorn  

Dr. Caron Nelson Glickman 

Dr. Randolph Lake 

Dr. Bruce Clements 

Delta Dental

Students from McDonald International school 
organized a dental supply drive.



Help every Child Succeed in School:
Donate to project Cool 2014!

Contributing money 
is the most flexible 
way you can support 
Project Cool. This 
increases Project Cool’s 
purchasing power by 
allowing us to buy 
needed supplies in 
bulk and at a discount. 
You can also help by hosting a supply drive or becoming 
a sponsor. Donate today and support the success of 
Project Cool students in 2014!

A Special thank You to:
Carol Matson •	 and Zion Lutheran Church members for purchasing 
and filling 150 backpacks through their Christmas-in-July donation 
drive. Thank you for your support of homeless students in Kent 
and throughout King County.
Compass Housing Alliance •	 who has graciously provided us with 
storage space and access to the Columbia City Church of Hope 
for the past few years. Reverend Darla DeFrance has also been a 
staunch supporter of Project Cool, volunteering to haul supplies up and down stairs with good grace.
Larry Kirchner•	 , a creative supporter, who uses the West Seattle Kiwanis Club’s Staples credit to buy Project Cool over 
700 two-pocket folders.
Rebels with a Cause, •	 a quiet group of generous friends, who chose to support homeless students with a donation to  
Project Cool.
Richmond Beach Congregational United Church of Christ Youth Group •	 who volunteered to fill backpacks in July, and 
were so inspired that they decided they wanted to do something more. During August Vacation Bible School, they 
raised almost $400 to help purchase more supplies. 
Seattle Public Schools, •	 for generously supplying 2,500 notebooks, enough wide-ruled and college-ruled notebooks 
for every student.

2013 Sponsors
On behalf of the 1,283 
children who received 
Project Cool backpacks this 
year, thank you for your 
generous sponsorship! 

We’re on Facebook!  “Like” us to 
stay involved: www.facebook.com/
ProjectCoolforBacktoSchool

Readers of The Seattle Times 
were extremely generous this year through 
the Seattle Times Fund for the Needy. Project 
Cool received $22,598 which helped us buy a 
significant amount of the supplies we needed.

THANK YOU!

Mail donations to:
Seattle/King County Coalition on Homelessness 
Project Cool
77 South Washington Street
Seattle, WA 98104

Donate securely online at:
www.homelessinfo.org

All donations are tax deductible.

Want to get involved? Contact us:
206-357-3148 
projectcool@homelessinfo.org 

Special thanks for helping to produce this report:
Lindsey Lund, Compass Housing Alliance

Mike Buchman, Solid Ground

Printing donated by 
McCallum Print Group

Mt. Baker, Seattle


