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“The One Night Count brings us back to the simple humanity of why we do what we do. There is so much that happens during the One 
Night Count that can’t be measured…. It is about the people we see out there, and the experiences we don’t write about but hold onto 
for the rest of the year. I started this new year with a bit of fight back in my heart. Not for the number 3772, but for that one person I 
stopped and watched, who was trying to get some shut eye on the ground with one blanket wrapped around him or her.”

– Doug M. 

“Being up in the middle of the night with flashlights evokes thoughts of campouts and summer excursions…until you remember that it’s 
the middle of winter, cold, and that these people living outside have absolutely no choice about where they sleep. It’s sobering. Hearing 
that the numbers went up by 21 percent over last year made me want to weep. But I am proud also…I work for an organization that has 
made a real difference in the lives of so many people. It was awesome that everyone I worked with that night is just as committed. Every-
one in that big room was there because they CARE…otherwise why would we be up at 2 am on a work night? When the enormity of the 
problem seems overwhelming, we do make a difference, one person…one precious human being at a time.” 

– Maggie P.

10,047
PEOPLE HOMELESS IN KING COUNTY, WA OVERNIGHT JAN. 22-23, 2015
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“We strolled past glittering display windows for the many new condominiums and apartment buildings in the area -- brightly lit, elegant 
showrooms with upscale décor and expensive furniture, plush sofas and carpets. As we moved past a low wall lined with manicured 
shrubbery, I glanced at a long mound covered by black plastic, nestled under the greenery. The three of us stopped, and suddenly I heard 
the faint sounds of a popular song. I jumped, and looked over at my daughter, who nodded knowingly. Yes, there was someone under 
that makeshift shelter, and they were doing what many young people do to lull themselves to sleep after a stressful day -- playing music. ” 

– Mary Anne Mercer, Huffington Post 
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“WHERE DID YOU SPEND LAST NIGHT?”  
We asked people this question the morning after the Count. As they stood in line for a shower, 

for their mail, for a meal, for a chance at employment, these were some of their answers.

abandoned building

at the bus stop, no sleeping bag

concrete bunker

doorway of abandoned school

freeway

on a docking station for trucks

on porch with permission

public storage

shed

sidewalk

under carport

in the forest

outside DSHS office

under overhang of building

in a vacant building

been sleeping in tent on and off for 10-15 years

in a vehicle parked on private property

was sexually harassed by a guy, got scared, 
and rode bike all night afterward

staying in an apartment without electricity

under a tree

at McDonald’s

tree

on the bus

on a boat

slept at work

in a big box

bridge

didn’t sleep -- walked streets

doorway

Tent City

van

woods

in a garage
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2015 ONE NIGHT COUNT
OF PEOPLE WHO ARE HOMELESS IN KING COUNTY, WA

EVERYONE COUNTS: COMPLEMENTARY SOURCES OF INFORMATION

10,047 
PEOPLE HOMELESS 
IN KING COUNTY FROM 2-5AM 
ON JANUARY 23, 2015

3,772 
ON THE STREET 

3,282 
IN SHELTERS 

2,993 
IN TRANSITIONAL HOUSING 

©2015 SEATTLE/KING COUNTY COALITION ON HOMELESSNESS

WHY WE COUNT
Seeing where people go and what they do when the shelters are full forces us to 
ask hard and fundamental questions. The Coalition on Homelessness is committed 
to documenting on-the-ground realities of homelessness, and using the results for 
education and advocacy. We invite community members, decision-makers, and 
public officials to participate in the Count, and to draw on this experience to inform 
and inspire them to make housing people a top priority. Non-profit organizations 
and local, state, and federal governments rely on the results of the point-in-time count 
as they work to help and house people.

Our series of ‘Beyond the One Night Count” workshops teach people how to 
get involved in speaking up and taking action to support good legislation, robust 
budgets, and smart public policies. A week after the 2015 One Night Count, we 
invited state lawmakers, volunteers, and allies to join us on the steps of the Capitol in 
Olympia, ringing a gong once for each of the 3,772 people counted outside. 

COUNT OF PEOPLE INSIDE
Overnight Shelter: Shelters are full every night. Some use lotteries to manage the fact that more people want shelter than there 
is space, or prioritize certain people (men over 55, families with children, people who are especially vulnerable). Shelters are 
often in spaces not designed for the purpose – a church basement, an old warehouse, a city-owned building, or motel. People 
lucky enough to get in will likely sleep on the floor and have to return to the street with all their belongings before 7.00 a.m..  

Transitional Housing: These programs offer time-limited housing and services to help people address things that make it hard 
to secure, afford, or maintain stable housing: medical or behavioral health problems, poor credit history, limited education, 
un- or underemployment. 

Permanent Housing: Permanent housing is your own place with a door and a key, a home you can stay in as long as you want. 

SOURCE: King County Department of Community and Human Services

Table 3: Composition of households served by program type

OVERNIGHT 
SHELTER

TRANSITIONAL 
HOUSING

COMBINED 
TOTAL

Single Male 1,793 579 2,372

Single Female 492 344 836

Unaccompanied minor (under 18) 12 7 19

Couple without children 1 0 1

TOTAL HOUSEHOLDS WITHOUT CHILDREN 2,298 930 3,228

Couple with children 100 154 254

One adult (HH headed by a female) 172 510 682

One adult (HH headed by a male) 10 20 30

One minor (HH headed by female under age 18) - 3 3

TOTAL HOUSEHOLDS WITH CHILDREN 282 687 969

TOTAL 2,580 1,617 4,197

OVERNIGHT 
SHELTER

TRANSITIONAL 
HOUSING

COMBINED 
TOTAL

Birth to 5 years 231 519 750

6-12 years 213 454 667

13-17 years 94 227 321

UNDER 18 YEARS (COMBINED) 538 1,200 1,738

18-25 years 268 388 656

26-54 years 1,797 1,168 2,965

55-64 years 548 204 752

65 years and older 131 33 164

TOTAL 3,282 2,993 6,275

SOURCE: King County Department of Community and Human Services

Table 5: Ages of individuals by program type

OVERNIGHT 
SHELTER

TRANSITIONAL 
HOUSING

COMBINED 
TOTAL

Mental illness 529 539 1,068

(serious mental illness: a subset of above) (344) (251) (595)

Alcohol or substance abuse 434 445 879

(chronic substance abuse: a subset of above) (242) (178) (420)

Physical disability 330 359 689

Table 6: Number of individuals with known disabilities and selected 
health conditions by program type on the night of the Count. 

SOURCE: King County Department of Community and Human Services

Table 4: Individuals by household type and type of program

OVERNIGHT 
SHELTER

TRANSITIONAL 
HOUSING

COMBINED 
TOTAL

Families with children 983 2,063 3,046

Single adult men 1,793 579 2,372

Single adult women 492 344 836

Unaccompanied minors 12 7 19

TOTAL 3,282 2,993 6,275

SOURCE: King County Department of Community and Human Services

COUNTING YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS 

We encountered 73 youth and young adults who 
were homeless and unsheltered on the night of the 
Count. Thirty-five young people were under the age 
of 18, and 38 were between the ages of 18 – 24. 
Teen Feed, New Horizons, and Peace for the Streets 
by Kids from the Streets hosted 42 people under the 
age of 25 who would have otherwise slept outside. 
We developed the Youth Overnight Count to ensure  
inclusion of young people as we document the 
unmet need for shelter. 

For more information about youth and young  
adults who are unstably housed or homeless,  
see results from 2015 Count Us In, a separate,  
complementary survey conducted the day before  
the One Night Count. 

COUNTING PEOPLE WHO ARE CHRONICALLY 
HOMELESS

Three hundred and fifty-one people who were 
chronically homeless (most of them male, between 
25-60), were known to be outside, without shelter, 
during the 2015 One Night Count. This is a 31% 
decrease compared to 2014. Including people in 
available shelter, there was a 21% decrease among 
people who are chronically homeless this year. 
With continued attention to housing people who are 
chronically homeless, we believe the positive results 
seen this year can be sustained, further interrupting 
the brutal and costly cycle. 

Being homeless for a long time takes a toll on people’s 
mental and physical well-being. People with complex 
needs may have a very hard time securing and 
keeping stable housing, and may need specialized 
outreach and services. We work with social workers, 
outreach workers, and clinicians who specialize in 
identifying and assisting women and men with serious 
and persistent mental illness, serious health problems, 
and behavioral health disorders, to gather information 
through our Provider Survey.

COUNTING VETERANS WHO ARE HOMELESS

We documented 109 veterans who were homeless 
and outside, unsheltered, during this year’s Count, 
through a combination of our Provider Survey and 
our Everyone Counts Survey. This is a 15% decrease 
compared to 2014. There was a 7% decrease 
in overall veteran homelessness (shelterered and 
unsheltered) from last year. These decreases reflect 
targeted efforts to help and house homeless veterans.

Results from the One Night Count are reported to the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD) as part of our application for federal funding 
to support homeless housing and services in King 
County. The information we collect informs work at 
the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs and in King 
County to end homelessness among veterans. Funders 
and providers  throughout our region, and across 
the country, are collaborating to house and provide 
supportive services specifically for veterans.

©2015 Seattle/King County Coalition on Homelessness

SUPPORT OUR WORK:
Donate securely on our website, or mail donations to:
SEATTLE/KING COUNTY COALITION ON HOMELESSNESS
77 S. WASHINGTON STREET
SEATTLE WA 98104

LEARN MORE: 
homelessinfo.org/ONC
facebook.com/SKCCH

COUNT OF PEOPLE OUTSIDE

KEY FINDINGS: WHAT DID WE LEARN THIS YEAR?

• The most striking change this year is the significant increase ~ 21% ~ in how many people were without shelter compared to 
the 2014 Count. Though we expanded the Count geography to include new communities in 2015, this does not explain the 
increase. Teams saw more people in places where they have historically counted: 73% of the increase (474 of 649 people) 
was in areas where we already conducted the Count. 

• The increase in people who lack basic safety and protection is real. During our Everyone Counts Survey, a full 40% of the 
people we spoke with said they had had no shelter the night before. By comparison, in 2014, 32% of those we surveyed were 
unsheltered the night of the Count. This is a relative increase in self-reported unsheltered homelessness of 25% in one year. 

• We saw an increase in people staying in overnight shelter, and fewer people in transitional housing (which is gradually being 
converted to other types of assistance). Shelter and transitional housing figures reflect the capacity that exists in the system we 
have built. New year-round shelter beds (primarily for families with children), and an increase in winter-only shelter for men, 
led to 376 more people being inside this year. 

• Who is served in shelters and transitional housing programs reflects what is available more than what is needed. Few couples 
without children or unaccompanied minors are recorded, not because they do not need help, but because there are almost no 
beds or programs designated for them. Transitional housing is more often available for families with children than for single 
men, the group whose needs are most mis-matched with current shelter capacity. 

• Good results are possible! We are hopeful about the reduced incidence of homelessness this year among veterans and people 
identified as chronically homeless. Our community has made a determined effort to reduce homelessness among veterans, 
and among people who have experienced long or frequent homelessness, and are disabled. We have prioritized finding 
permanent homes, with supports where needed, for people in these groups. When we see significant investments targeted to 
meet people’s needs, we see results. Our challenge now is to continue and increase these investments, to bring these types of 
housing to scale, and further reduce the unmet need among our neighbors. 

Table 2: One Night Count results, 2006-2015 

7,839

8,439
8,916 8,937 8,880 8,830 9,062

9,294

10,047

2,159
2,631 2,827 2,759

2,442 2,594 2,736
3,123

3,772

2,368
2,515 2,552 2,485

2,629 2,682
2,874

2,906

3,282

7,910

1,946

2,463

3,501 3,312
3,293

3,537 3,693 3,809 3,554 3,452
3,265

2,993

JAN 
2006

JAN 
2007

JAN 
2008

JAN 
2009

JAN 
2010

JAN 
2011

JAN 
2012

JAN 
2013

JAN 
2014

JAN 
2015

SOURCE: Seattle/King County Coalition on Homelessness

Unsheltered

Transitional Housing

Overnight Shelter

BASICS OF THE ONE NIGHT COUNT

Who counts as homeless during the One Night Count? People who are in a shelter or transitional living situation designed  
to be temporary; or are in a public or private place not meant to be a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings. 
Because people outside are counted only in select areas in King County, not everyone is included. The total count is thus  
a bare minimum. 

Who is NOT counted as homeless during the One Night Count? People in one of the following circumstances: doubled up or 
couch surfing; in a motel; people in the hospital; people in jail; children in foster care; others whose living arrangements may 
be very unstable but who on that night are not homeless. 

The total number of people who are homeless on the night of the count comes from these two main sources: 

1. A count of people who are homeless and inside (in shelter or transitional housing). Information about people 
who have shelter or transitional housing is compiled by staff in King County Department of Community and 
Human Services through a combination of provider surveys and the Homeless Management Information 
System (Safe Harbors). The results are shown in Tables 3-6 at left.

2. A count of people who are homeless and outside (without shelter or in a place not fit or meant  
for people to live). 

1  North End includes select areas of Bothell, Kenmore, Shoreline, and Woodinville; 
East Side includes select areas of Bellevue, Kirkland, and Redmond; SW King 
County includes select areas of Burien, Des Moines, Skyway, and White Center.

2 SW King County and Vashon Island participated for the first time in 2015. 

SOURCE: Seattle/King County Coalition on Homelessness

Table 1: Summary of the 2015 One Night Count of people homeless outside in King County 

Benches 35 0 1 3 0 1 0 0 0 0 40

Parking 
Garages

31 0 0 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 42

Cars/Trucks 776 44               32 18 88 81 37 0 54 8 1,138

Structures 641 11 8 2 38 3 10 0 19 0 732

Under 
Roadways

173 6 0 10 0 0 7 0 4 0 200

Doorways 306 3 0 1 4 4 3 0 0 0 321

City Parks 47 1 1 0 0 0 2 0 10 0 61

Bushes/
Undergrowth

94 28 1 10 4 6 6 0 31 0 180

Bus Stops 32 1 0 1 2 1 0 0 1 0 38

Alleys 26 1 0 0 4 0 0 0 0 0 31

Walking 
Around

303 19 4 2 21 8 6 0 11 1 375

Other 349 21 1 76 48 1 8 107 2 1 614

TOTAL 2,813 135 48 134 209 105 79 107 132 10 3,772

SEATTLE KENT NORTH 
END1

EAST 
SIDE1

SW KING 
CO.1,2

FEDERAL 
WAY

RENTON NIGHT OWL 
BUSES

AUBURN VASHON 
ISLAND2

TOTAL

Men 695 21 7 48 69 13 20 96 22 2 993

Women 165 6 1 24 14 4 1 10 5 0 230

Gender & Age 
Unknown

1,944 101 40 55 126 88 58 0 98 8 2,518

Minor  
(under 18)

9 7 0 7 0 0 0 1 7 0 31

TOTAL 2,813 135 48 134 209 105 79 107 132 10 3,772

21% increase
2015 3,772 people outside
2014 3,123 people outside

Over half of all people observed were 
outdoors with little or no cover. 

Volunteers counted nearly twice as  
many people in White Center this year 
(89), compared to 2014. Historically 
reported as a distinct count area, White 
Center is now included as part of SW 
King County. 

73% of the total increase reflects 
people found in areas we have 
historically counted. 
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GATHERING COMPLEMENTARY INFORMATION  

To complement the street count, we carry out several specialized activities designed to gather detailed information without 
disturbing people’s sleep. 

• Everyone Counts Survey: Beginning at 5.00 a.m. (right after the street count), we sent trained volunteers to speak with people 
at community sites all across King County. They asked brief questions, including where people spent the previous night. Over 
1000 people answered this survey. 

• Provider Survey: We surveyed skilled outreach workers, health care providers, and others who know individuals well enough 
to say where they were the night of the Count. This reveals details about people who were chronically homeless, or who 
served in the armed forces, and lacked a safe place to stay at night. 

SOURCE: Seattle/King County Coalition on Homelessness

Table 8: People counted as Veterans 
during 2015 ONC  

A person who is chronically homeless is defined by HUD as an 
unaccompanied person who is disabled and has been either 
homeless continuously for a year or more, or through at least 
4 episodes of homelessness during the last 3 years. 

A Veteran is someone who has served on active duty in the U.S. 
Armed Forces, or was “activated into active duty” as a member 
of the National Guard or a Reservist. We considered someone a 
veteran regardless of discharge status.

SOURCE: Seattle/King County Coalition on Homelessness

Table 7: People counted as Chronically 
Homeless during 2015 ONC 

21%
INCREASE

3,772
PEOPLE OUTSIDE

CONDUCTING A SAFE, RESPECTFUL, AND ACCURATE COUNT:  
A BRIEF NOTE ABOUT OUR METHODS 

For details about our methodology, visit www.homelessinfo.org 

This unique project is grounded in the daily and nightly work of our members. We draw on the knowledge of service providers, 
people who live and work in the communities where they count, and people who have been or are homeless. Volunteers are 
organized into more than 130 teams, which go to pre-determined and publicly accessible areas where people who are homeless 
are known to seek shelter. By limiting the Count to between 2 and 5 a.m., we avoid most duplication. Our dedicated volunteers 
include a core of experienced Team Captains who lead teams year after year. Captains receive training, and preview their 
assigned areas in daylight before the count. 

720
665

128 109

296
268

294
288

20152014

787

351

994

510

484

436

20152014 Unsheltered

Transitional Housing

Overnight Shelter

Unsheltered

Overnight Shelter

Some survival strategies do not fit into 
the historical categories that we continue 
for consistency. “Other” includes people 
in organized Tent Cities and Safe 
Parking programs, those who participate 
in our Youth Overnight Count, and those 
in emergency departments, or whose 
survival strategies are very unusual (e.g., 
seeking shelter in a dumpster or boat). 

Gender and Age Unknown: To protect 
against the elements, most people 
outside in January are bundled up. That 
paired with the dark hours of the Count 
makes it hard to discern gender or age. 


