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October 30, 2019  

 

Dear Seattle City Councilmembers:  

 

We strongly support your taking action to increase access to housing that is affordable to Seattle residents 

who are living on the lowest incomes, and therefore urge you to include full funding in the supplemental 

budget for the Home for Good pilot program, sponsored in a Form B by Councilmembers Herbold and 

González. Closing the rent gap for people who are disabled and homeless or disabled and at high risk of 

being made homeless, is a prime example of how local dollars can be a crucial factor to prevent and end 

homelessness when federal disability income is not enough.  

 

David Kroman recently summarized the cold, hard facts in Crosscut: “Once a safeguard against 

homelessness, disability payments can’t keep up with the rent: Rent for a studio apartment in King County 

has gone up by $645 since 2014. Supplemental Security Income has gone up by just $50.
1

” Seattle’s 

housing affordability crisis hits people on fixed and low incomes hardest.  This shallow and ongoing rental 

subsidy for Seattle residents over 50 who are living on low, fixed disability income of $1,000 a month or 

less, and who are either currently homeless, or at very high risk of becoming homeless again, is a smart and 

strategic way to target precious city resources. The proposed program would prevent homelessness and 

promote access to housing and stability for a subset of people who would otherwise be outside or stuck in 

shelter, waiting for a too-rare deeply subsidized voucher. These are people who live with long term 

disabilities, but who live independently. They do not need the wraparound supportive services of permanent, 

supportive housing, but they do need some supplement to their monthly income to be able to cover rent.   

 

Please include $746,757 in the supplemental budget for this shallow rent subsidy pilot project: close the 

rent gap for people over 50 who have gone through the lengthy and strict process of qualifying for federal 

disability benefits, but still need some help to be home for good.  

 

Thank you for working to repair policies that contribute to people becoming homeless, and for making 

strategic investments of city resources to help those most in need of housing. 

 

Sincerely,  
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