
Welcome! We’ll get started in a moment.

Please rename your Zoom profile with name, pronouns, and 
legislative district number. If you don’t know your legislative district 
number, raise your hand and we will assist you. 

Then, introduce yourself in the chat and include a few skills or 
pieces of information you’d like to gain from these sessions.



Who we are

• Seattle/King County Coalition on Homelessness
Mission Statement: We mobilize our community to 
challenge systemic causes of homelessness and 
advocate for housing justice.

• Alison Eisinger, she/her, Executive Director 

• Saleena Salango, she/they, Advocacy Coordinator



Speak Up Pop Ups Overview

• Advocacy workshops in a new form

• Beyond the One Night Count (BONC) 

• Homelessness Advocacy 101 

• Speak Up Pop Ups 

• Purpose

• Sustained momentum throughout the legislative session

• Accessible, action-oriented, and community-oriented

• Virtual, and safe!



Ground rules for this space

• Come as you are, and please turn on your video if you can. 

• Step up, step down

• Step down if you have a lot of political power and typically like to 
speak up during meetings; practice listening.

• Step up if you don’t have a lot of political power and you are typically 
quiet; practice speaking up. 

• Leave nobody behind

• Try not to use too much lingo; Please unmute and say “vocab check” for 
any word or term you don’t know. 

• No stupid questions – chances are, someone else wants to know, too!

• Remember that our laws directly impact people, including some 
who may be in this virtual space. 



Agenda overview

1. Overview of Key Proposals – The skinny on why they’re important, what you can do 

today to help ensure that these bills get further along in the journey to become a law.  

• HB 1078 / SB 5086 – Restoring voting rights

• SB 5214 - Expanding direct assistance for families in poverty; TANF

• Hb 1236 - Protecting renters; Good Cause Bill

2. Skill practice: writing letters to lawmakers without a template. 

3. Take action time & group debrief. We’ll give you 10 minutes to take action, then we’ll 

come back and debrief as a group what that was like.

4. What’s next? We’ll give you a brief overview of the legislative process, discuss how a 

bill becomes a law in WA, and talk about what’s next for these proposals. 



Voting Rights 
Restoration
HB 1078/SB 5086

Sponsored by Rep. Tarra 
Simmons / Sen. Patty Kuderer

Restores voting rights to 
people who were formerly 
incarcerated once they 
return to their communities.

Why is it important? 
• Fixes injustices by restoring voting rights 

to ~20,000 of our Washington neighbors 

who are currently being locked out of our 

democracy.
• Despite paying taxes, living in our communities, and 

working hard for their families, people who have been 

impacted by the justice system must wait months or years 

after release to have their voting rights restored.

• Strengthens communities

• Fixes racial inequities in current policy

• Resolves confusion about current laws on 

voting rights



Where is it in the journey to 
become a law? 

• Last week, it passed out of the House 
Committee on State Government & Tribal 
Relations with no amendments, on to 
Rules committee

What can you do TODAY? 
• Send a letter or call your representatives urging them 

to support voting rights restoration

• WA Voting Rights Restoration Coalition has a toolkit for 
you to help you post on social media and help you talk 
about this item at freethevotewa.org

Voting Rights 
Restoration
HB 1078/SB 5086

Sponsored by Rep. Tarra 
Simmons / Sen. Patty Kuderer

Restores voting rights to 
people who were formerly 
incarcerated once they 
return to their communities.



Why is it important? 
• Background: Temporary Assistance for Needy 

Families (TANF) is a grant program that includes 
cash assistance, childcare subsidies, and workforce 
training. It’s the primary way WA helps people 
living in poverty.

• People facing hardship should not go without 
food, clothing, housing. This bill would undo 
harsh policies that prevent those who need 
assistance the most from accessing TANF. 

• Expands the 60-month lifetime limit for certain 
families

• Reduces barriers to accessing TANF (in-person 
mandatory trainings)

• Makes it so that families can’t be terminated 
from assistance for perceived noncompliance

Provide 
assistance to
families 
SB 5214

Sponsored by Sen. Joe 
Nguyen (34th LD) 

Strengthens Temporary 
Assistance for Needy 
Families (TANF.) 



Where is it in the process?
• Today: had a public hearing in the Senate Committee 

on Human Services, Reentry & Rehabilitation at 1:30 

PM.

• Next step: we need to get it out of this committee and 

onto the Rules committee, then onto the Senate floor 

(more on this later) 

What can you do TODAY? 

• Send a letter and call your state Senators urging them 

to support this bill

• Learn more about it, and follow Statewide Poverty 

Action Network who take the lead on this

Provide 
assistance to
families 
SB 5214

Sponsored by Sen. Joe 
Nguyen (34th LD) 

Strengthens Temporary 
Assistance for Needy 
Families (TANF.) 



Why is it important? 

• Requires landlords to provide a legitimate business reason to 
evict and provides tenants with longer notice times than the 
current 20-day no cause notice allowed by law. It also requires 
that if a tenant has accrued unpaid rent due to COVID-19 
hardship, the landlord first provide the tenant with a reasonable 
and individually tailored payment plan before attempting to 
evict the tenant for nonpayment of rent. 

• Currently, WA allows landlords to evict with a mere 20-day 
notice. The landlord does not need to tell the tenant why they’re 
being evicted.  Especially in a tight rental housing market, this 
contributes to housing instability and homelessness. Once the 
current eviction moratorium ends on March 31st, landlords will 
be allowed to evict tenants with a 20-day no cause notice. This 
legislation will help protect renters from potential discrimination 
or retaliation, while not restricting landlords from evicting 
tenants for a range of legitimate reasons. 

Where is it on the journey to becoming a law? 
• Today: had a committee hearing in House 

What can you do TODAY?

• Send a letter and/or call your lawmakers urging them to vote “yes” on this bill!

Good Cause 
Bill
HB 1236

Sponsored by Rep. Nicole 
Macri

Helps prevent an eviction 
wave  by strengthening 
renter protections



Advocacy skill practice
Steps for writing a letter to lawmaker

1. Know who your lawmakers are.
• Use the District Finder Tool on the Washington State Legislature site to find your 

lawmakers and their contact information: app.leg.wa.gov/DistrictFinder
• If you don’t know this step, raise your hand, and join the “Help” breakout room and 

Alison will help you
2. Put bill title in subject line.
3. State that you are their constituent. “I live in your district.”
4. Be authentic. In a few sentences, write about why this bill is important to you or your 

community. 
5. Make sure to have a clear call to action. (“Can I count on you to vote yes on HB 

1078?” or “Can I count on you to encourage your colleagues to vote yes on SB 5214?”)
6. Bonus: you now have an outline for a phone call or a lawmaker meeting. 



Let’s practice writing a letter to 
your lawmaker
• We’re going to give you 5 minutes to write a draft message about one 

of the proposals 

• We’ll come back and ask people to share the messages that they’ve 

written.

• Then we’ll give you time to edit the message, and send the messages to 

your lawmakers


